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rman  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  annual 
report,  which  will  of  necessity  be  brief  owing  to  my  short 
tenure  of  office. 


No  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  year, 
but  the  welcome  sight  of  bricks  and  mortar  is  now  to  be 
seen  on  the  Barnsley  Road. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1166. 
Those  with  4 rooms  or  under  is  . . 782 

„ 5 „ „ ....  212 

„ 6 „ „ . . . . 124 

More  than  6 rooms  is  . . . . . . 48 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  at  the  Census  of  1921 
Estimated  population  for  1923 
Number  of  deaths — males  29,  females  30 
Number  of  births — males  72,  females  71 
According  to  our  figures,  the  population  should  be 
According  to  figures  supplied  us  it  is  . . 


5650 

5736 

59 

143 

5820 

5746 


RATES. 


England  & Wales. 
1924  1923  1924 


Birth  Rate  . . . . 24.5 

Death  Rate  . . . . 10.1 

Infantile  Mortality  by  our 

Figures  . . . . 125.8 

do.  figures  supplied  . , 134 


24.7 

11.1 


18.8 

12.2 


1} 


98.5 


(England  and  Wales  for  1924,  figures  not  supplied. 
For  1923—92.0) 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  is  very  much 
higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  that  the  total  death 
rate  is  lower,  and  the  birth  rate  higher.  There  were  5 
illegitimate  children  born . 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Enteric  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Diphtheria  . . . . 1 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . . . . . 5 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . . . . . . . 1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 4 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Arterio -sclerosis  . . . . ...  . . . . . . 1 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum  . . . . . . . . 1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  . . 1 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth  5 
Deaths  from  violence  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Other  defined  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 12 


There  is  an  even  higher  proportion  of  deaths  due  to 
respiratory  diseases  than  last  year,  the  total  number  being 
19,  or  32.2  per  cent. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED. 


According  According  to 
to  our  figures 

figures.  supplied 

to  us. 


Cerebral  Spinal  Meningitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Polio  Mylitis . . 
Peurperal  Fever 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia  . . 

,,  (Broncho) 

,,  (Influenzal) 


1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6 

49 

1 

1 


3 

8 


According  According  to 
to  our  figures 

figures.  supplied 

to  us. 


Diphtheria  . . 

5 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

13 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (I 

of  bowels  also) 

25 

AGES  AT  DEATH. 

Under  one  year 

18 

I to  5 years  . . 

4 

5 to  15  years 

0 

15  to  25  years 

0 

25  to  45  years 

2 

45  to  60  37ears 

6 

60  and  over  . . 

29 

Total 



59 

As  will  be 

noticed  from 

the  above,  there  are 

several 

discrepances  in  the  figures  ; some  of  these  are  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  County  Authority  has  not  received  my  notifications 
since  January,  1925,  as  they  wished  me  to  retain  these  until 
the  new  M.O.H.  v/as  appointed.  I hope  to  be  able  to 
eliminate  these  next  year. 

In  view  of  my  short  tenure  of  office  I have  to  plead 
shortness  of  time  as  an  excuse  for  not  having  completed  a 
systematic  inspection  of  the  district.  In  the  course  of  my 
daily  practice,  however,  especially  during  this  hot  weather, 
I have  been  struck  by  the  number  of  house-flies  that  abound 
in  the  district.  Although  prevalent  throughout,  they  are 
particularly  noticeable  in  those  houses,  and  rows  in  which 
the  ash-pits  immediately  face  the  back  of  the  houses. 
Further,  they  are  less  numerous  in  the  new  Council  houses 
situated  at  Millhouses.  I think  that  this  bears  testimony 
to  both  the  scavenging  and  to  the  “ bin-system.”  It  is  a 
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significant  fact  that,  within  4 days  of  the  first  appearances 
of  the  honse-fiy  in  numbers,  infected  collitis  was  to  b^j^und 
widely  differed  throughout  our  township  in  both  and 

old.  ^ 

In  spite  of  my  brief  period  here  I find  that  of  the  two 
most  prominent  impressions  made  upon  me,  one  is  that  of  over-  i 
crowding.  It  is  seen  from  the  foregoing  statistics  that  the  ^ 

birth-rate,  and  the  population,  is  rising,  and  I would  like 
to  suggest  that,  in  future  years,  the  allotment  of  houses  ^ 

be  carried  out,  within  practicable  limits,  by  drawing  from  the 
most  crowded  areas.  In  this  work  I suggest  the  statistics 
available  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  might  be  of  use, 
since  records  are  there  kept  dealing  with  the  number  of  people 
in  the  house,  history  of  disease  and  so  on. 

The  second  impression  is  that  the  percentage  of  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  exceptionally 
high.  I hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  more  information  on 
this  subject  next  year.  In  the  meantime  I would  deprecate 
very  strongly  the  habit  of  families,  knowing  that  they 
suffer  from  Consumption,  taking  in  lodgers.  There  are 
a sufficiently  large  number  of  methods  of  dissemination 
known,  without  this  obvious  form. 

One  further  point  I would  like  to  raise,  in  continuation 
of  a suggestion  made  by  the  late  M.O.H. — my  father — 
and  that  is  one  of  transport.  In  these  days  the  operative 
scope  of  the  General  Practitioner  is  becoming  ever  more 
limited,  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  asepsis,  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word,  is  practically  unobtainable  outside  an 
Institution  such  as  a Hospital.  With  the  above-mentioned 
increase  in  the  population  it  is  obvious  that  the  number  of 
emergency  cases  is  going  to  steadily  increase.  This  being 
so,  adequate  transport  to  the  various  hospitals  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  well-being  of  the  district,  and  I feel  that  we  shall 
not  be  doing  our  duty  by  the  township  if  this  matter  is  not 
dealt  with  satisfactorily.  The  alternatives  which  arise 
first  are 

{a)  purchase  of  an  ambulance  for  the  township's  use. 

Costly,  and  I doubt  whether  we  could  keep  it  busy 

yet; 
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purchase  of  an  ambulance  in  conjunction  with  an 
ioining  township  ; 


(c)  purchase  of  an  ambulance  body,  to  be  used  upon  the 
Council  lorry.  Chief  drawbacks  are  (1)  May  be  in  use 
when  requned  ; and  (2)  rather  jolty  unless  body 
carefully  constructed  and  designed. 


In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  my 
appointment  to  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
trust  that  I may  carry  out  the  duties  as  satisfactorily  as  my 
predecessor. 


I remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  F.  CASTLE. 


